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NOTICES. 261 

in bringing St. Paul into touch with real life, human and 
struggling, but still speculative and hopeful. No sounder view 
can be held of the Apostle's relation to the ethical and practical 
issues of religious belief than this-"he was at heart a prag- 
matist, and in deep sympathy with this modern way of regarding 
religion." We recommend, with pleasure, this contribution to 
the solution of one of the most pressing of the modern problems 
which deal with the origins and moulding influences of con- 
temporary thought upon the character and teaching of St. Paul. 

J. R. W. 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. A Commentary for English 
readers by William Mordaunt Furneaux, D.D., Dean of 
Winchester. (Clarendon Press.) 8s. 6d. net. 

A new Commentary on the Acts is always welcome, and the 
present volume will appeal not only to the class of readers for 
which, from its title, it is specially intended, but to all New 
Testament students alike. In fact, in some respects, it will 
appeal more to the Biblical student than to the ordinary reader. 
A striking point about the volume is the brevity of the Intro- 
duction. A like brevity would be an advantage in all similar 
commentaries. 

In this volume the text of the Acts is given by paragraphs in 
English, but not in either of the current translations, and then 
each paragraph is followed by comments thereon. It is the 
right system, but it would have been better to give the text of 
the Revised Version. In a book published at the Clarendon 
Press we presume there would have been no difficulty in so 
doing. It is, of course, hard to get agreement as to the excel- 
lence of a version, but if a recognized translation be given no 
complaint can be made. Much objection might, with reason, be 
lodged against some of the renderings of this version, e.g., take 
the following, chosen almost at random, "those that were seeking 
to be saved," ii. 47; "act of beneficence," iv. g; "a great crowd 
of the priests," vi. 7; "saying in Lycaonian," xiv. i ; "this 
charlatan," xvii. 18; "the boundaries of their homes," xvii. 26: 
"the lecture-hall of Tyrannus," xix. g; "gradually overcome by 
heavy drowsiness," xx. 9; "unlashing the paddle-rudders," 
xxvii. 40. To us these seem anything but improvements. 

No doubt, again, it is an advantage to give, in rendering into 
English, the names of the Roman officials in the form in which 
they are familiar to students of history. Some of them are even 
in the Revised Version relegated to the margin, and might well 
find a place in the text, e.g., praetors, lictors, Asiarchs, tribune 
of the cohort, but it is of doubtful advantage to introduce such 
grotesque names of functionaries as the "burgomasters " of 
Thessalonica, the "Recorder" of Ephesus, the "Primate" of 
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262 NOTICES. 

Melita. In the introduction, brief as it is, there is much 
debatable matter. As regards the date of the Acts, Dean 
Furneaux's words are: "To what period, then, is the book to be 
ascribed? The Third Gospel cannot have been written earlier 
than 70 A.D., . since a comparison of Luke xxi. 20o with 
Mark xiii. 14 and Matt. xxiv. 15 appears to prove that the fall of 
Jerusalem had already occurred. Hence the Acts cannot have 
been written much before A.D. 75." "Much" is a relative term, 
but, if we mistake not, the trend of opinion is towards an earlier 
date than 75 A.D., that is, to one shortly after the close of the 
two years mentioned in c. xxviii. Dr. Salmon pointed out long 
ago an obvious reason why no more was recorded, namely, that 
there was no more to record. Some strong recent criticism has 
given support to his contention. 

A good part of the Introduction, more than half, is devoted to 
a confutation of a second-century date for the Acts. The main 
argument is here more certain than some of the obiter dicta. 
" It can scarcely be questioned that all parts of the book are 
not of equal historical value. In some instances we cannot avoid 
the suspicion that incidents may have been duplicated or have 
received a wrong significance; in others that a growth of legend 
has attached itself to a real incident." We have quoted this, as 
it seems to us to give a clue to the writer's attitude towards the 
miraculous element in the book. 

Many other points noted want of space forbids us to touch on. 
For the Commentary proper, so far as we have studied it, we 
have nothing but praise. The notes are clear, scholarly and 
eminently readable. One small point that struck us as a new 
feature may be mentioned in conclusion. The quantities of some 
names (Aeneas, Candace, etc.) are marked. Might not the list 
be extended, considering the class of reader aimed at, so as to 
include such names as Damaris, Patara, Aquila, Artemis, 
Melita. Every teacher will have often heard these and others 
mangled in pronunciation. J. M. H. 

THE CHURCHES IN BRITAIN BEFORE A.D. iooo. By A. 
Plummer, D.D. Vol. II. Library of Historic Theology. 
(Robert Scott.) 5s. net. 

We welcome this addition to the Library of Historic Theology. 
This is the second volume of Dr. Plummer's sketch of the 
History of the Churches in Britain to the year 0ooo. It is not 
a detailed account, but the salient points are clearly indicated, so 
that we get a comprehensive view of the period. Dr. Plummer 
writes with his accustomed clearness, and the result is a most 
fascinating book, which will be indispensable for anyone who 
wishes to become acquainted with the history of the Church of 
England in its early stages. The headings of the chapters will 
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